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SEAWALL, continued from front cover

outside O’Neill’s home, and O’Neill said the project could cost “a couple mil-
lion dollars.” It will wrap the bluff directly in front of his home, one of the very 
few on the seaward side of East Cliff Drive.

Though covering just a short distance, the project will extend an existing proj-
ect. The county recently built 1,400 feet of artificial bluffs through Pleasure 
Point, protecting East Cliff Drive Parkway Seawall from sliding to the sea. But 
several blocks remain unprotected, including O’Neill’s house.

Measured against O’Neill’s stature - he started a multimillion-dollar business, 
has been in the International Surfing Hall of Fame for 20 years and was recently 
featured in a state tourism campaign - the house is modest. But its location 
makes it enviable by any standard. The entry is on the top floor with the lower 
floors cascading down the bluff. Other East Cliff homes dwarf it in size and 
majesty, but O’Neill’s house easily has the best view, offering an unobstructed 
window onto the Point’s famed surf breaks.

Since he bought the home in the 1970s, O’Neill has worked to protect it. Rip 
rap was first laid down in the late 70s, and has been expanded over the years. 
But pounding surf forced the giant boulders to settle and spread out. The wall 
will armor only O’Neill’s home, with the cliffs along what locals lovingly call 
the “dirt farm” remaining natural. As part of Coastal Commission approval for 
the project, O’Neill, who owns the dirt farm property at the end of 37th Avenue, 
offered deed restrictions that preserve it as open space. “That ensures that it will 
never get sold or developed,” said Susan Craig, a Coastal Commission planner. 
The wall will look like the county’s project, complete with a “goat trail” pressed 
into the artificial rock allowing surfers and others to traverse the shore in front 
of O’Neill’s house.

But O’Neill is not using the same contractor, Drill Tech Drilling & Shoring, 
which negotiated $800,000 in cost overruns from the county after the com-
pany found working at the base of a cliff more time-consuming than expected. 
O’Neill still laughs at that, having watching the company’s sometimes comedic 
efforts to manage the sea to accomplish its work.

“They should have asked a surfer!” he said.


